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Local Travel Agency Gets Insider Advice From  

Emmy-winning TV Host Anthony Bourdain  

 

(Novato, CA 11/25/15) – When traveling to another country, it’s important to truly embrace their 

culture, especially when it comes to the local cuisine, said Anthony Bourdain, American chef, cookbook author, 

and star of CNN’s Parts Unknown, to an audience of more than 900 travel professionals last month in Orlando, 

including agency owner Jill Romano, and travel consultants Andi Cercos and Jodi McNamara from Dimensions 

in Travel.  

Romano, Cercos and McNamara were attending the annual conference of Ensemble Travel® Group, a 

member-owned organization of approximately 850 top-tier, independent travel agencies in the U.S., Canada, 

Australia, and New Zealand. Dimensions in Travel has belonged to Ensemble for 19 years, and is able to offer 

many valuable travel benefits to its clients through this affiliation.  

  “As the conference keynote speaker, Anthony Bourdain really captivated the crowd with colorful 

stories from his 15 years of food and travel adventures,” said Jill Romano. “To many people, food is more than 

just a meal. It’s a way of telling a story and sharing one’s history and love of their country and family. Bourdain 

encouraged people to get out of their comfort zone when visiting a new destination and ‘eat what’s offered’. Be 

grateful and polite on the road, he said.” 

Dimensions in Travel’s team was joined by other travel executives from around the world at this large 

industry gathering held this year at the Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate. In addition to Anthony 

Bourdain and a series of business and industry speakers, conference delegates learned of new products and 

programs developed by Ensemble, all designed to significantly enhance their customers’ vacation experiences 

and improve their agency’s business practices and profitability.  

Also at conference, and other attendees helped raise a record $121,000 through a raffle and live auction 

benefitting the Make-A-Wish organization. In the last five years, Ensemble members and partners have donated 

a total of $464,000 to this worthy cause that has given hope, strength, and joy to children with life-threatening 

medical conditions since 1980. 

Dimensions in Travel is a full-service agency located in Novato, in Northern California’s scenic Marin 

County. They have been creating beautiful travel memories for clients since 1978. 
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