DETAILED ITINERARY*

A TASTE OF CAMINO DE SANTIAGO
FROM PORTUGAL TO SPAIN
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Never Subcontracted
"The genius of Backroads is the
combination of personal
challenge and adventure with
unsurpassed service and luxury
that is ideal for those of us who
want to be both active and
spoiled on vacation."

Edith Schonberg | New York, NY
Click HERE to read more reviews

We operate our own trips around the globe. That way we control
the quality—and we're fully responsible for your great experience.

Two Support Vans
We provide two support vans on all of our trips* so you can count
on us to be there when you need us, regardless of the route you
take.

Three Leaders
Our trips have three leaders*, for an average 6:1 guest-to-leader
ratio. On Walking & Hiking Trips, two or more leaders or local
guides get out on the trail with you, offering superior
support. Guests consistently score our leaders 9.7 out of 10, telling
us they make all the difference.

Thoughtful Trip Design
We know how to create exceptional travel experiences, ensuring
that you get the most from your trip as it unfolds.
6 DAYS, 5 NIGHTS
Click HERE for departure dates and pricing
details

Multiple Daily Routes
Being able to choose among several expertly designed routes
each day gives you the freedom to enjoy the best of a region at
your own pace.

ACTIVITY LEVELS 1–4

We Celebrate Mixed Abilities

See below for details

To accommodate varied activity levels, you need three leaders,
two vans, multiple route options, detailed directions, a rating
system showing if shuttles are required, and plenty of wellmatched riding/hiking companions.

TO RESERVE YOUR TRIP
Sign up online HERE or call 800-GOACTIVE (462-2848) or 510-527-1555

*95% of Backroads guests travel with the support of two or more vans and
three leaders. The remaining 5% are on trips with very few guests where only
one van and two leaders are needed to maintain our high standards, or on
select Walking & Hiking trips where our routes allow for two leaders and fewer
vans to provide excellent trail support.

Click HERE for more on the Backroads Quality Guide

We want to make sure you're on the right trip
and that you have the best experience
possible. Every Backroads trip is unique and
this one is no exception.

WALKING THE CAMINO
Although we'll be walking along parts of the Camino
de Santiago, it's important to note that our
experience will be quite different from that of its
Compostela-seeking pilgrims, who are required to
walk at minimum the last 100 kilometers into Santiago
—often along stretches of busy highway—and who
typically stay in simple dormitories. This trip allows us
to experience the essence and highlights of the
Camino and surrounding landscape in comfort, with
the region's best hotels, gourmet meals and excellent
route support each day. It's also important to note
that as we are walking on the Camino, many parts of
this historic pilgrimage are on paved paths, back
roads or cobblestones. You can expect about half of
the walking to be on a hard surface.

AIR-CONDITIONING
Parador de Baiona and Hotel A Quinta da Auga are
Premiere Hotels housed in beautiful historic buildings.
While they offer outstanding service and amenities,
please note that these hotels are equipped with biofriendly air-cooling systems that may not be as cold
as you are used to in other locations. Despite the
region's generally temperate climate and cool nights,
guestrooms can occasionally become warm during
peak temperatures.

DAY 1
On the first day of the trip, meet your Backroads Trip
Leaders (the folks in Backroads T-shirts) at 9 a.m. in the
lobby of the Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa (+351-(0)22040-4000), located at Rua Tenente Valadim, 146, in
Porto, Portugal. Please arrive dressed in your hiking
clothes and bring your luggage and a daypack with your
rain gear and anything else you may want for today's hike
(your luggage will be transported to our first night's
accommodations). Note that on our first day, most of our
walking paths are on pavement. You may find it more
comfortable to wear running shoes (or something similar)
instead of hiking boots on this day.
SHUTTLE TO VITORINO DE PIÃES 1¼ Hours
WALKING & HIKING OPTIONS:
Casa das Torres Route: 3.5 Miles* (400' elevation gain)
Campo do Santissimo: 6.4 Miles* (400')
Ponte de Lima Route: 8.5 Miles (500')

*with shuttle
¡Bem-vindo a Portugal! Culturally diverse, geographically
varied and awash in tradition and history, northern
Portugal's Minho wine region and Spain's quiet Galician
countryside are perfect for walking and hiking. This week
you'll get a taste of the area's illustrious Camino de
Santiago, or Way of Saint James, a historic network of
pilgrimage paths that converge at Santiago de
Compostela. Christians have walked these routes since
the Middle Ages and today pilgrims and adventurers alike
make the same extraordinary journey. Not only does the

Camino hold significant spiritual value, it also offers
idyllic scenery and an incredible display of European
artistic and architectural evolution.

different trails that all end at Santiago de Compostela.
Historically, the shell may also have been collected by
pilgrims to take home as proof that they completed the
arduous journey.

After meeting in Porto we shuttle north to Vitorino dos
Piães to set out on foot along a popular section of the
Caminho Português, one of the traditional pilgrimage
paths that originates in Lisbon. Punctuated by enchanting
vine tunnels, the route winds through the lush farmland,
vineyards and charming aldeas (villages) that typify
northern Portugal. Along the way, we break at a
traditional quinta (farm) for a sumptuous lunch of
regional fare.

Then we detour from our route to have lunch at the Paço
de Calheiros, home to a conde (count) who's also a
knight in the Orden de Malta with close ties to the
Camino. After lunch, the trail turns upward as you begin a
challenging climb into the beautiful Labruja Mountains.
Rest your legs in the van as we return to our hotel, where
there's time to take a refreshing swim in the pool or
indulge in a rejuvenating massage. (Spa treatments are not
included in the trip price. Advance reservations are
recommended.)

Continue walking to beautiful Ponte de Lima, the oldest
town in Portugal, and check out its namesake medieval
stone bridge. From here, you can catch a lift in the shuttle
or explore town before hopping in the van to head to
Carmo's Boutique Hotel, a Small Luxury Hotels of the
World member and our well-appointed home for the next
two nights. Settle into your room, then enjoy a dip in the
pool or a drink on the terrace, taking in sweeping views of
the surrounding land.

We reconvene this evening for a delicious meal at the
hotel, accompanied by fado, the powerfully beautiful
traditional music of Portugal. Lodging: Carmo's Boutique
Hotel

We gather tonight for a welcome reception at the hotel
followed by a traditional Portuguese-style dinner at a
local restaurant. Lodging: Carmo's Boutique Hotel

DAY 2
WALKING & HIKING OPTIONS:
Arcozelo Route: 2.5 Miles* (200' elevation gain)
Paço del Calheiros Route: 4.7 Miles* (700')
Labruja Route: 7.5 Miles* (1,700')
Caminho Português Route: 9.4 Miles* (1,800')
S H U T T L E TO CARMO'S BOUTIQUE HOTEL 30
Minutes

*with shuttle
Fuel up with a hearty breakfast at the hotel this morning
before we start our hike by crossing the Ponte de Lima.
Head across the bridge and out of town along a section
of the Caminho Português that passes through quaint
villages and the pine- and eucalyptus-blanketed
landscape. As you hike along the Camino, you may notice
that the Galician sea scallop shell is widely used on sign
posts and worn by pilgrims. A symbol of the Camino, the
shell's grooves unite at a single point, representing the
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the town of Baiona and the sapphire ocean. In the 15th
century, when the parador was still the castle of the
Conde de Gondomar, it earned a spot in history as the
first observation site of Columbus' ship, La Pinta, as it
approached Spanish soil with news of the New World.
Take a scenic walk atop the surrounding medieval fortress
wall or head down to the white-sand beach below to dip
your toes in the ocean.
It's a short stroll into lovely Baiona, a picturesque fishing
town filled with traditional old houses, for dinner on your
own this evening. Many restaurants serve up superbly fresh
Galician mariscos (seafood)—perhaps you'll be tempted
to try the zamburiñas (scallops) or the merluza a la gallega
(hake with paprika and potatoes). Or, for those who
prefer turf to surf, Galicia is also famous for its divine
chuleton de buey (beef steak). Lodging: Parador de
Baiona

DAY 3
S H U T T L E TO MIÑO ESTUARY, SPAIN 1 Hour

DAY 4

WALKING & HIKING OPTIONS:
A Guarda Coast Route: 2.9 Miles* (200' elevation gain)
Santa Tecla Castro Loop: 5.2 Miles* (700')
Coastal Camino to Cetáreas Route: 7.4 Miles* (900')
Coastal Camino to Portecelo Route: 10 Miles* (1,100')

BOAT RIDE TO CÍES ISLANDS 30 Minutes
WALKING & HIKING OPTIONS:
Pedra de Campá Route: 3.8 Miles* (400' elevation gain)
Faro de Cíes Route: 5.3 Miles* (700')
Mirador Cadeira de Raiña Route: 7.6 Miles* (1,100')

S H U T T L E TO BAIONA 45 Minutes

*with shuttle

BOAT RIDE TO CANGAS 30 Minutes

We say adeus to Portugal and hola to Spain's Galicia
region today as we head northward on the Camino da
Costa, located along the coastline. After shuttling just
over the border into Spain, hike or shuttle up Mount
Santa Tecla to an area of intriguing circular castros,
remains of an ancient fortified settlement built by some
of Galicia's Celtic invaders. Take time to explore the ruins
and learn about the area's rich Celtic heritage that dates
back over two millennia. Then head downhill to the
coastal town of A Guarda for lunch at a local restaurant,
savoring the region's spectacular fruits of the sea and
other delicacies.

SHUTTLE TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 1¼ Hours

*with shuttle
Today we take a break from the Camino to explore one of
Spain's most spectacular national parks. Following
breakfast, we gather to board a private boat bound for
the Cíes Islands Nature Reserve.
The rugged archipelago is home to a plethora of flora and
fauna, including the world's largest colony of seagulls who
nest in the craggy cliffs. Once on Faro Island, ascend
through coastal scrub to its namesake faro (lighthouse)
for 360-degree views over the Atlantic Ocean, Vigo River
and neighboring isles. Make your way back down toward
the beach for a refreshing swim in the crystalline waters.
The reserve's beaches are claimed to be some of the
most beautiful in the world and their limited capacity has
preserved the peaceful ambience. You can stay and relax
on the white sand or continue exploring with a walk across

Following lunch, shuttle to the hotel to explore the castle
or for some downtime, or continue on foot along a section
of the Coastal Camino, an alternative route to the
Portuguese Camino. Relish panoramic views of the ocean
and rugged coastline as you make your way north.
This afternoon we arrive at Parador de Baiona, a historic
hotel perched above the sea with privileged views over
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pristine Monteagudo Island. We refuel with a casual lunch
by the beach (watch out for those resident gulls!).
Afterward, continue exploring the island on foot or
stretch out on the beach to bask in the sunshine.

to our hotel on foot, spend some time exploring this
fascinating town or shuttle directly to the hotel to take
advantage of the incredible spa.
This evening we shuttle back into town for a farewell
reception followed by dinner at the historic Parador
Hostal Dos Reis. For those who want to attend the
Pilgrim's Mass, feel free to skip the reception and find a
seat for the 7:30 p.m. mass, finishing just in time to sit
down for dinner with the rest of the group. After eating,
there's still plenty to do—Santiago stays alive until the
early morning hours. Lodging: Hotel A Quinta da Auga

This afternoon we shuttle to our final destination,
Santiago de Compostela, for some R&R. Our home for
the next two nights is the luxurious Hotel A Quinta da
Auga, a Relais & Châteaux property set along the Sar
River on the outskirts of Santiago. Originally an 18thcentury paper mill, the peaceful hotel blends old-world
charm with modern elegance. This evening we're treated
to a local wine tasting followed by a delicious dinner at the
hotel's restaurant. Lodging: Hotel A Quinta da Auga

DAY 5
SHUTTLE TO THE CAMINO FRANCÉS 45 Minutes
WALKING & HIKING MORNING OPTIONS:
A Taste of Camino Francés Route: 2.8 Miles* (200'
elevation gain)
Villa Peregrina Route: 5.6 Miles* (500')
SHUTTLE TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 45
Minutes

DAY 6

WALKING & HIKING AFTERNOON OPTIONS:
La Catedral de Santiago de Compostela Afternoon Route:
2.3 Miles* (100')
A Quinta da Auga Route: 4.8 Miles (200')

CAMINO FINISTERRE ROUTE 3 Miles (500' elevation
gain)

*with shuttle

Set out early from the hotel this morning for one last
ramble through the gorgeous Galician countryside and
sample the Camino Finisterre—the extension of the
Camino that takes you to the end of the earth. We
reconvene at the city center for a guided tour of the
cathedral and old town, which offers a remarkable
display of Romanesque, Gothic and baroque
architecture. The spectacular Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela is a World Heritage site that marks the
official end of the Camino de Santiago. Legend holds
that the burial grounds of the Apostle Saint James are
located here. In the 9th century, King Alfonso II ordered a
chapel to be built on-site, and in the centuries that
followed, it blossomed into a Romanesque church and
finally the incredible baroque cathedral that stands
today. Led by a local guide, take in the buzzing

After breakfast this morning, we head into the Galician
countryside to walk along sections of the final stages of
the Camino Francés. The most popular and well-known
route to Santiago, the Camino Francés originates in the
French Pyrenees and runs across northern Spain. For
many pilgrims, this journey is a communal experience, so
expect a welcoming atmosphere and some friendly
conversation along the way. Set out on the trail past
fragrant eucalyptus forests, verdant pastures and small
hamlets. We make our way just off-trail to a small rural
village, Vila Peregrina, for a delicious picnic lunch.
After lunch we shuttle to the outskirts of Santiago de
Compostela to walk the final couple miles into the famed
eponymous cathedral. Then you're welcome to continue
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atmosphere as we enter the cathedral alongside
hundreds of pilgrims waiting to receive their compostela,
a certificate of accomplishment for completing the
Camino. For some, it has been a spiritual journey; for
others, a physical challenge or a break from their busy
modern lives.

TRIP ACCOMMODATIONS
Premiere Hotels

If you'd prefer a more leisurely start to the day, feel free
to skip the hike and shuttle to the tour, or sleep in and
enjoy our elegant hotel. Then bid your Trip Leaders
farewell before shuttling to the Santiago airport or back
to Porto, where we will drop off at the Sheraton Hotel.
Please see "Arriving & Departing" for end-of-trip logistics.

KEEPING YOU UP TO DATE

2 Nights (Pictured)
Carmo's Boutique Hotel

We are always seeking opportunities to enhance
this itinerary. We'll be certain to notify you of any
important changes prior to departure; other
changes may be communicated on trip by your
leaders.

At this chic and intimate boutique hotel—set in lush
surroundings above the Lima River Valley—you'll feel like
you're the guest at a luxurious private home. A Small
Luxury Hotels of the World member. (pool, spa) | Ponte
de Lima | www.carmosboutiquehotel.com | +351(0)91-058-7558
1 Night
Parador de Baiona

Our trips are designed to be flexible, giving you the
freedom to experience the best of the region the
way YOU want. Feel like you're ready to go, go, go? We
can show you the way! Want some downtime or
prefer to head out on your own? No problem!
Your Trip Leaders will make sure to tell you the best
days to take time for yourself (if you want it) without
feeling like you're missing out.
So feel free to shift gears and make it your day!

Originally the castle of the Conde de Gondomar, this
grand parador holds a spot in history as the first
observation site of La Pinta as it approached Spanish soil
with news of the New World. (pool) | Baiona |
www.parador.es/en | +34-(0)90-254-7979
2 Nights
Hotel A Quinta da Auga
Pure luxury and tranquility await at this elegant 18thcentury estate, situated in a park-like setting near the Sar
River. A Relais & Châteaux Member. (pool, spa) | Santiago
de Compostela | www.aquintadaauga.com | +34(0)98-153-4636
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into Porto Airport (also known as Francisco de Sá
Carneiro Airport; airport code: OPO; www.ana.pt) and
out of Santiago de Compostela Lavacolla Airport (SCQ;
www.aena.es); or flying both into and out of Porto
(departing on the day following the trip's end).

ARRIVING & DEPARTING
After reviewing the following information, please inform us
of your arrival and departure plans on your Personal
Information Form.

If you choose to fly out of Santiago de Compostela,
Spain, please schedule your flight for after 3:30 p.m.

All prices are in US dollars and subject to
change.

If you prefer to fly out of Porto, Portugal, you will need to
organize a taxi from our drop-off point at the Sheraton
Porto Hotel & Spa to the Porto airport and you should
anticipate arriving at the airport no earlier than 5 p.m. We
recommend staying an extra night in Porto and flying out
the following day.

Meeting Time & Location
On the first day of the trip, meet your Backroads Trip
Leaders (the folks in Backroads T-shirts) at 9 a.m. in the
lobby of the Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa (+351-(0)22040-4000), located at Rua Tenente Valadim, 146, in
Porto, Portugal. Please arrive dressed in your hiking
clothes and bring your luggage and a daypack with your
rain gear and anything else you may want for today's hike
(your luggage will be transported to our first night's
accommodations). Note that on our first day, most of our
walking paths are on pavement. You may find it more
comfortable to wear running shoes (or something similar)
instead of hiking boots on this day.

Please note that trip start and end locations are subject
to change and can vary by departure. A Travel Planner,
complete with trip details specific to your chosen date,
will be sent to you at time of booking or soon after and will
be viewable in your Backroads account. D o n o t
schedule your flights until your reservation is
confirmed.
For help arranging air transportation to and from your
Backroads trip, please work with your own travel advisor,
or you may work with our preferred travel agency partner.
Their professional expert travel advisors are ready to
share their insiders' knowledge of Backroads and our
worldwide destinations and are available to assist you with
any of your travel needs. Please note that they are an
independent travel agency and consulting and ticketing
fees may apply, based on the services requested. Simply
ask your Backroads Trip Consultant to connect you! You
can also book directly with the airline, or through a travel
website.

Conclusion of the Trip
On the last day of the trip, Backroads provides
transportation to the Santiago de Compostela airport,
arriving at around 1:30 p.m. If you're departing from
Santiago de Compostela that day, please schedule your
flight for after 3:30 p.m.
Backroads also provides a shuttle back to the Sheraton
Porto Hotel & Spa (+351-(0)22-040-4000), located
at Rua Tenente Valadim, 146, in Porto, Portugal, with an
arrival time of approximately 4 p.m. (please keep in mind
the 1-hour time change as we cross back in to Portugal
from Spain).

Transportation from Porto Airport to
Central Porto
Porto's airport is a 20- to 30-minute trip from the city
center, depending on traffic.

Once you have booked your departure flights from either
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, or Porto, Portugal,
please select your shuttle option for D a y 6 by logging into
your MyBackroads account online.

Taxi: A ride to the city center costs around $20–$30, plus
an additional charge if you have excess baggage (about $2
per bag). There's a 20 percent surcharge added on
weekends, holidays, and between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. Be
sure the meter is running.

Flight Arrangements
This trip starts in Porto, Portugal, and ends in Santiago
de Compostela, Spain. We offer an optional shuttle back
to Porto on the last day of the trip. Depending on your
pre- and post-travel plans, we recommend either: flying

Metro: Lightrail Line E/Violeta serves the airport, and
trains run 6 a.m.–1:30 a.m. The fare to the city center is
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approximately $1.70. Visit www.metrodoporto.pt for
more information.

DURING YOUR TRIP

Bus: Public buses run frequently to the city center for
approximately $1.65. Visit www.stcp.pt for more
information.

Trip Leaders
Each of your Trip Leaders plays many roles during your
vacation: guide, host, caretaker, naturalist, chef,
historian, troubleshooter, interpreter. These remarkable
individuals have highly developed instincts for making
people comfortable, for seamlessly handling the logistics
of travel and for successfully navigating a wide range of
unexpected situations. They're passionately committed
to ensuring you enjoy an exceptional vacation—smooth,
flexible and tailored to your needs. According to past
guests, the caliber of our leaders is what sets Backroads
apart from all other travel companies. With their
knowledge, professionalism, enthusiasm and service
ethic, they're the number-one reason people return to
travel with us again and again. We look forward to having
you meet them.

Transportation from Santiago de
Compostela to the Airport
Taxi: From most locations in Santiago de Compostela, a
flat daytime fare of approximately $23 is charged for the
20-minute ride to the airport. A supplement of about 50
cents for each piece of luggage and $3.50 for booking the
service usually applies. None of these supplements may
be charged when nighttime rates are applied.
Bus: Public buses run frequently between the city center
and airport for a fare of around $3.30. Visit
www.empresafreire.com for more information.

Meals

PRICES & SCHEDULES

Food is an important part of the Backroads experience.
For lunch we look for the best way to capture the essence
of the region. It may be a Backroads Grand Picnic, when
your Trip Leaders prepare the freshest and healthiest
local fare at a carefully chosen setting along the day's
route; a boxed lunch; a packed lunch; a meal together at
a favorite restaurant; or the opportunity to have lunch
on your own.

All prices and schedules were current at the time of
printing, but are subject to change at any time.

Our dinners focus on regional cuisine, which highlights
Portuguese and Spanish culinary traditions in dishes that
are both rustic and elegant, featuring local seafood,
produce, cheese and meats.
All breakfasts, five lunches and four dinners are included
in the trip price. One dinner is on your own.
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DESTINATION DETAILS
Climate
Portugal's and Spain's Atlantic coast enjoys a moderate
climate with summertime temperatures that are usually
quite comfortable. However, this region is prone to
variable weather, including heat and year-round rain that
can strike at any time of the day. In order to make your trip
as enjoyable as possible, please come prepared for rain
and cooler temperatures. Waterproof, breathable rain
gear is a must; a sweater or light jacket for evenings is
highly recommended.
Ponte de Lima, Portugal
Average:

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

High °F

58

60

64

76

72

78

Low °F

40

44

46

47

56

60

Precip. inches

5.5

3.1

3.8

3.9

3.6

1.2

Average:

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

High °F

86

87

80

79

64

58

Low °F

59

59

57

59

46

45

Precip. inches

0.7

1.3

2.9

5.7

6.3

6.1

Santiago de Compostela, Spain
Average:

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

High °F

53

55

60

61

67

73

Low °F

39

39

42

43

48

52

Precip. inches

7.2

4.8

6.0

5.4

4.8

2.0

Average:

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

High °F

76

77

73

65

57

54

Low °F

55

56

53

49

44

41

Precip. inches

1.5

2.5

4.0

8.5

8.0

9.1
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medium hills and some optional longer climbs. Though
most routes are easygoing, be prepared to navigate
occasional steep ascents and descents.

GETTING ACTIVE FOR YOUR
TRIP

Remember, take your time and go at your own pace—
you're on vacation! Your Backroads Trip Leaders will be
available at intersecting routes when you're ready for a
snack, a cool drink, or a lift back if you're done for the
day. Most days you'll have a choice of mileage options, so
you can decide how active you want to be—it's always up
to you.

NAVIGATION OPTIONS ON THIS TRIP
Turn-by-turn paper directions included.

Conditioning Tips

Downloadable GPS files available for use on your
own device—log into your account at
Backroads.com 2 weeks before your trip for more
details.

Every Backroads trip is designed to appeal to a wide
variety of interests and fitness levels. We know your pace
may vary from one day to the next—and your traveling
companions' may differ somewhat from yours. So we
present a range of mileage options, and each day you
decide exactly what and how much you want to do.
Before your trip, we suggest walking and hiking regularly
and hitting a few hills whenever you can. Review the route
options in the daily itinerary for the range of mileages
offered on this trip. But mostly, just show up and have
fun!

The routes on this trip are rated Levels 1–4.

Review the "Activity Level" section on the web for
more details on daily route options.

Terrain
Our routes on this trip are mostly along paved paths and
back roads, dirt trails and country lanes, with a few rocky
or sandy sections. We recommend bringing shoes
designed for impact with hard surfaces. Sturdy hiking
boots are recommended for most longer route options.
Our walks are predominantly flat with some short to
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WHERE TO STAY BEFORE &
AFTER YOUR TRIP
For help arranging hotel accommodations for before and
after your Backroads trip, or an extension to your trip,
please work with your own travel advisor, or you may work
with our preferred travel agency partner. Their team of
professional travel advisors are ready to share their
insiders' knowledge of Backroads and our worldwide
destinations and are available to assist you with any of
your travel needs. Please note that they are an
independent travel agency and consulting and ticketing
fees may apply, based on the services requested. Simply
ask your Backroads Trip Consultant to connect you! You
can also book directly with the hotel, or through a travel
website.

The Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa in Porto,
Portugal, is our meeting location on Day 1 and a drop-off
location on Day 6. See the following for more information
on this hotel.

Porto
Hotel map: bit.ly/P o r t o H o t e l s

Please note that Backroads does not block rooms and
does not offer special rates for pre- and post-trip stays.
If you plan on extending your stay at our first night's hotel
before the trip starts or our last night's hotel when the
trip ends, let the hotel reservations agent know that
you're traveling with Backroads—you may be able to
avoid changing rooms. We recommend booking your
rooms as early as possible, especially during peak
travel season!

Yeatman
For a luxurious experience just outside the city center, the
Yeatman is an excellent choice. Each guest room features
a private balcony with unobstructed views of the
charming historic district across the Douro. A Relais &
Châteaux member. (pool, spa) | Rua do Choupelo, 88 |
www.the-yeatman-hotel.com/en | +351-(0)22-0133100 | 82 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

The following is a selection of recommended properties
that span a range of prices, amenities and locations.
Refer to the Hotel Room Rates guide for the starting
double-occupancy rates, which were accurate at time of
printing. Note that rates are subject to change and some
hotels may require a minimum stay.

InterContinental Palacios das Cardosas
Overlooking the grand Avenida dos Aliados, this 18thcentury palace is newly renovated and decorated with
classic style. Located next to the São Bento metro station
in the city center. | Praça da Liberdade, 25 |
www.intercontinental.com/porto | +351-(0)22-0035600 | 105 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦
Pousada do Porto – Frexio Palace Hotel
A national monument since 1910, the majestic Frexio
Palace was built in 1742 in Portuguese baroque style and
consists of the opulent palace and a beautifully renovated
19th-century factory. Set on the Douro in the outskirts of
Porto, this Leading Hotels of the World member offers
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stunning river views. (pool, spa) | Estrada Nacional 108,
206 | www.pousadas.pt | +351-(0)22-531-1000 | 75
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

parador is considered one of the world's oldest hotels.
Andrew Harper notes that the "arcaded courtyards and
vaulted halls highlight this National Historic Monument."
(spa) | Praza do Obradoiro, 1 | www.parador.es | +34(0)98-158-2200 | 137 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Sheraton Porto Hotel & Spa
This sophisticated hotel offers the style and comfort you
can expect from a Sheraton. Set near the Casa de Música
in the heart of the business district, it's a short metro
ride to the historic center and the city's main attractions.
(pool, spa) | Rua Tenente Valadim, 146
| www.sheratonporto.com | +351-(0)22-040-4000 |
266 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Hotel Costa Vella
In the heart of the historic city center, step off the busy
street and into charming Hotel Costa Vella, where
medieval stone walls enclose lovely gardens, fountains and
an open-air terrace. | Rua Porta de Pena, 17 |
www.costavella.com | +34-(0)98-156-9530 | 14 rooms
& suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Hotel Teatro
NH Collection Santiago de Compostela

Conveniently located in the city center, this hotel was
originally built as the Baquet Theatre in 1859. Bedecked
with bronze and gold accents and heavy window
treatments, the hotel has preserved its warm—and
somewhat dark—theater ambience. | Rua Sá da Bandeira,
84 | www.hotelteatro.pt | +351-(0)22-040-9620 | 74
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

A 10-minute stroll from the main plaza, this modern hotel
is located within a park-dotted quiet neighborhood.
Spacious and well-appointed rooms as well as indoor and
outdoor pools are on offer, in addition to easy access to
public transportation. (pool) | Avenida Burgo das Nacions,
s/n | www.nh-collection.com | 212-219-7607 (from the
US) or +34-(0)98-155-8070 | 150 rooms & suites | Rates:
✦✦✦

Pestana Porto Hotel
With a prime riverfront setting in the heart of the bustling
historic district, the Pestana is perfect for those more
interested in location than peace and quiet. This historic
gem is comprised of several centuries-old buildings and
offers rooms with superb Douro views. | Praça da Ribeira,
1 | www.pestana.com/en/pestana-porto-hotel |
+351-(0)21-040-1713 | 48 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

San Francisco Hotel Monumento
At the San Francisco Hotel Monumento, the comforts of
a four-star hotel meld seamlessly with the historic appeal
of a former 18th-century Franciscan convent. (pool) |
Campillo de San Francisco, 3 |
www.sanfranciscohm.com | +34-(0)98-158-1634 | 82
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Santiago de Compostela
Hotel map: bit.ly/SantiagoHotels

Hotel Pazo de Galegos (10 miles outside Santiago
de Compostela)

AC Palacio del Carmen

Just a few miles from bustling Santiago sits this tranquil
family-owned hotel and winery overlooking the Ulla Valley.
After a day of urban exploration, retreat to Pazo de
Galegos to relish sea and mountain views, fresh air and
warm hospitality. | Lugar de Galegos, 6, San Pedro de
Vilanova | www.pazodegalegos.com | +34-(0)98-1512217 | 9 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Housed in what was once the Oblatas Convent, the
Palacio del Carmen retains a certain old-world elegance
while enjoying a convenient location and modern
amenities. | Calle Oblatas, s/n | www.marriott.com |
+34-(0)98-155-2444 | 74 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦
✦✦
Parador Hostal Dos Reis Católicos
With an unbeatable location next-door to Santiago de
Compostela's famed cathedral, this 15th-century
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